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INTRODUCTION: 

The language and concepts of headship, submission, dominion etc have been used in wildly varying ways - often in both 
manipulative and damaging ways. When Paul uses language of "headship" he is not thinking hierarchically (ie. 
Headmaster) nor in terms of origin (ie. head of a river). How we understand and apply Paul's headship language must 
be primarily shaped by the extended metaphor of the body.  When Paul speaks about "being one-flesh", headship, the 
unity of the body, and things being placed under humanities & Jesus' "feet" it is all part of the same multi-faceted 
metaphor. This "body" metaphor frames Eve's equal share in Adam's dominion over creation (which has been placed 
under their feet - Psalm 8). The same metaphor governs how the Church comes to share in Jesus' authority over all 
things, even sitting with him on his heavenly throne at God's right hand. 

Especially important to note is the difference between Christ being "head over" (language of hierarchy  and subjection) 
and Christ being "head of" the Church who is his body (participatory language) - see Ephesians 1:22-23 and 5:23 

See Dr Lionel Windsor's talk on headship & submission at    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IxIO-cVbQkE 
See Steve's sermon on Ephesians 5:21-33 at     https://sermons.faithlife.com/sermons/655125-ephesians-5:2133

1) Genesis 1-2 describes God as the one who exercises dominion over all that he has made. This dominion was 
supposed to be exercised in shaping and nurturing creation consistently in line with God's purposes. Genesis 1 
describes Man/Woman together (not as autonomous individuals) as being created in God's image. To be in God's 
image is more specific that simply being relational or valuable. To describe humans as being in God's Image is to 
communicate that in some way they together embody dominion over creation in a manner that images God's rule. 

2) Genesis 2:5ff describes how ADAM was created first in God's image. Adam was made in God's image (to rule) and as 
a result shared in God's status (glory). BUT God declares that Adam's "ALONENESS" was not good; not complete 
(Gen 2:18).  This aloneness is not a comment primarily about Adam's psychological lack without Eve. It is a reflection 
that Adam was not sufficient to nurture/steward creation as an independent and autonomous creature. This had 
already been hinted in Gen 1:27-28) 

In Genesis 2:18 God addresses Adam's unsuitability to rule/steward creation in his "own" right. God makes a HELPER 
suitable for him. To speak of Eve as a helper is not to suggest that she is somehow "less than" Adam. God calls himself 
the helper of Israel (Isaiah 41). Rather the language of helper is grounded in the interdependence of Adam & Eve (1 Cor 
11:11) 

3) Adam and Eve are spoken of as being "One-Flesh". This does not mean the distinctness of each person is lost.    
 However they are bound together in a unity such that the calling, status, glory, dignity, and dominion belonging  
 to Adam, are now equally possessed by Eve. What he possesses, she possesses. This is a dynamic unique to  
 marriage. It is not true to say that "men" in general and "women" in general are one-flesh. This insight is critical  
 when it comes to speaking of a husband's "headship". 

         In Paul's writing Adam is spoken of as the head of Eve. The language of headship depends for is meaning upon  
 the metaphor of a united body (see Ephesians 4:15, 5:28-32, Colossians 1:18, 2:19). 

        The BODY shares equally in the glory that belongs to its HEAD, by virtue of being one-flesh with it. The glory  
 bestowed on the head is belongs equally to the body. Even so, if the body compromises connection/unity with  
 the head, the shared glory is compromised - see Colossians 2:18-19. 

        Paul's intriguing discussion of head-coverings in 1 Corinthians 11 is also premised upon Paul's body/head   
 metaphor. Wives in the Corinthian churches wore head coverings as a sign of their unity with their husbands.   
 The head covering was not a sign that the wife was *under* her husband's authority, but rather that she shared  
 in his God-given dominion! (1 Cor 11:10). The angels needent get worried that wives were undermining   
 their one-flesh bond of marriage when they got up to prophesy!  I suspect the culturally remarkable freedom of  
 women to speak in Church gatherings is what attracted many women to the faith; it's hardly surprising that   
 on occasion this freedom tipped over into disorder (1Cor 11:16, 14:18-19, 26-33, 34-38, 1 Timothy 2:8-15). But  
 such abuses must not result in unjustified restrictions upon women speaking in the church (1 Cor 14:39)! 

        The SHARED dominion that Adam & Eve share over creation is described in Psalm 8:5-6. The psalmist    
 declares that wonder of all wonders, that God crowned humanity with his glory, and placed all creation in   
 subjection under BOTH their feet.  





Of course, the truth is that this glorious image of Adam/Eve exercising shared, glorious dominion over creation is 
something that we see very little of in a fallen world. Not only have we ravaged the created world placed under our 
care, but we've often done so in self-serving and dominating competition with one another. Women have often 
suffered more grievously from this breakdown - something the scriptures themselves confess when Peter describes 
women as the more vulnerable sex (see 1 Peter 3:7  - a comment about women's greater vulnerability in a fallen world, 
not a comment on any innate lack in women).  

But, there is one person (and one person alone) who has perfectly embodied God's glory and exercised his dominion 
over the world in a manner that does perfectly image God's rule; Jesus Christ, the Son of God, God the Son in human 
flesh (Hebrews 2:5-10).  

4)     Jesus ALONE exercises dominion over the heavens and the earth. God the Father has placed all things in  
 subjection under Jesus' feet, and made Jesus head over all creation FOR the benefit of the Church,  
 which is his body! 

5)     As head of the church, his body, Jesus is one-flesh with us in the same manner that Adam and Eve became one- 
 flesh in Genesis 2. And just as Eve was crowned with Adam's glory, enjoying his status and dominion as her own,  
 so too does the church now share in all that God first gave to Jesus.  

          Jesus is not head *over* the Church in the manner that he is head over earthly powers and authorities - for these  
 earthly powers and authorities have been placed UNDER his feet, in subjection to him; these powers and  
 authorities are not part of his body!  As Jesus' body, the Church shares in his dominion over all things.  
        
  
         Paul uses Genesis 1-2  (see diagram 3) as a way of explaining Jesus' glorious one-flesh relationship with  
 the Church (Ephesians 5:31). 
         




